
 

This sheet provides practical 
information on the successful 
implementation of the following 
Trojan Horse Message: 

ELECTRICAL LOCK OFF 

 

 

Trojan Horse messages are eye-catching 
pictures placed on construction products and 
equipment, showing how to perform tasks 
safely. All messages are subject to a rigorous 
peer review process.  

1 Health and Safety Issue 

Every year people working on construction 
suffer electric shock and burn injuries, some 
of which are fatal.  It is only safe to work on 
electrical equipment after all sources of 
energy have been securely isolated and any 
stored energy has been released from the 
equipment. 

A fundamental principle is that the point of 
isolation should be under the control of the 
person who is carrying out the work on the 
isolated conductors. It is important that there 
is no chance that a source of energy can be 
deliberately or inadvertently re-connected to 
the equipment whilst it is being worked on. 
This can be achieved by applying a lock to 
each isolation device, and the person doing 
the work should have all the keys to these 
locks in his or her possession.  

This message addresses the need to lock off 
distribution boards prior to carrying out 
work on switches and sockets. 

Further information: 

A section on the HSE web site gives guidance 
on the use of electricity in construction 
(www.hse.gov.uk). 

2 Application of Message  

This message should be applied onto 
domestic distribution boards, in a highly 
visible location. It is important to ensure that 
other security warnings are not covered. 

3 Message Format 

Messages should be printed on laminated 
synthetic labels with an extra strong 
permanent adhesive backing to ensure long 
term adhesion.  
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